
On Wednesday, August 7, the Rancho Santa Fe Rotary Club came together to fill 75 backpacks for children with 
special needs at Camp Pendleton.  Partnering with The Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP), Rotarians      
assembled backpacks filled with notebooks, pencils, crayons, rulers, markers, glue sticks, and other necessary school 
supplies for the EMFP Back To School Extravanganza.   "We so appreciate the support of the Rancho Santa Fe Rotary, 
as so many of these families are financially challenged, and with special needs children, the struggle is so much 
greater," explained Hope Bustos, Training, Education & Outreach Specialist for the Marine & Family Programs Division 
of the EFMP.   "These generous Rotarians have helped us make ends meet for the past 3 years." 

Members of the Club spent the afternoon of Thursday, August 8 on base handing out filled backpacks to children 
eager to check out the surprises inside. More fun was had during the day making sock puppets, crafting American 
flags, and face painting. One devoted father, still in his khakis, came off the field to bring his 6 young daughters. He 
said the girls had looked forward to this day for weeks. 

Elie Fengali, Rotary President said, "Supporting our local military is one of our goals in Rotary. We are honored to help 
our troops, and look forward to cultivating more outreach programs at Camp Pendleton".  For information on the 
Rancho Santa Fe Rotary Club or how to join, please contact Robin Chappelow, Community Outreach & Membership 
Chair at archappelow@gmail.com  

Service Above Self   
EFMP 

Exceptional Family Member Program (EFMP) at Camp Pendleton assists active duty personnel in 
providing for the special needs of family members before, during and after relocation required by a 
change of duty assignment.  The program ensures every attempt is made to bring together military 
careers and special needs. 

C A M P  P E N D L E T O N  BA C K  T O  SC H O O L  E X T R A V A G A N Z A  
I n  p a r t n e rs h i p  w i t h  t h e  R a n c h o  S a n t a  F e  R o t a r y  C l u b ,  t h e  f u t u r e  l o o k s  b r i g h t !  
# G i ve B a c k  # R e a c h O n e T e a c h O n e  # S e r v i c e Ab o ve S e l f  # B e L e g e n d a r y  

Wounded Warrior Battalion 


