




• $810m Underground Sex Industry
• 110 gangs involved

Victims:
– 3,417-8,108 victims in San Diego
– 97% female
– 80% domestic born
– White, Hispanic, Black, Asian
– Average age of entry = 16

Sex Trafficking in San Diego
Research Funded by the National Institute of Justice

Traffickers:
– White, Hispanic, Black, Asian
– Average trafficker earnings = $670k/yr
– 85% of facilitators were gang-affiliated

Recruitment:
– High Schools across the county
– Homeless & runaway youth
– Foster care youth



• Tourism

• Military

• Gangs

• Agriculture

• Proximity to the border

• Transportation Hub

WHY SAN DIEGO?



San Diego 
Trafficking Prevention Collective



The San Diego Trafficking Prevention Collective brings together three 
unique anti-trafficking programs: PROTECT, kNOw MORE and Project 
Roots to decrease the number of children being trafficked in San Diego.

The collective combines education and advocacy with targeted, interactive 
interventions in at-risk communities to protect children from exploitation. 
The collective is funded by UBS Optimus Foundation under a three year 
grant and is sponsored by the San Diego County District Attorney’s Office. 

San Diego 
Trafficking Prevention Collective



kNOw MORE is a student centered human trafficking awareness and 
prevention curriculum for middle school and high school children from 
diverse communities in San Diego. It provides an interactive multimedia 
training for students and their families. 

Through roleplay, discussion and information, participants develop 
techniques to recognize the red flags and vulnerabilities around 
trafficking. 

kNOw MORE



Creative and Student-centered
Interactive dramas, spoken word, discussion

Survivor Expert Led 
Co-facilitated by Survivor Facilitator and Teaching Artist

Peer Led
College age actors supporting facilitation 

kNOw MORE





Student Program 3.5 hour training
middle-high school, 30-100 participants

Student Program 2 hour training
middle-high school, 30-100 participants

Student Program 60-90 minute assembly
middle-high school, whole school

Community Program 2 hour or 3.5 hour training
Parents, students, school/community organization and staff, 
up to 200 participants

kNOw MORE



Source: Flom, Jason. 2013. Q.E.D Foundation, 
“Social Emotional Learning Core Competencies,” 
http://qedfoundation.org/social-emotional-learning-
core-competencies/

Social & Emotional Learning Core Competencies

http://qedfoundation.org/social-emotional-learning-core-competencies/


https://youtu.be/i9yuPv1yR9A

https://youtu.be/i9yuPv1yR9A

https://youtu.be/i9yuPv1yR9A
https://youtu.be/i9yuPv1yR9A


AB 1227 (Bonta) 
Human Trafficking Prevention Education and Training Act

AB 1227, authored by Assemblyman Bonta(D-18), was signed 
into law by Governor Brown on October 7, 2017.

California public schools will now be required to:
• Train educators and staff in Human Trafficking Prevention
• Include human trafficking training and prevention 

education at least once in middle school and once in high 
school as part of sexual health education







It ’s Closer Than
You Think

Human 
Trafficking
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